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his oration incited the audience so strongly that they smashed the windows of the Bishop's Palace, set fire to a fence surrounding a monument and tore up the marble steps.
" The time had come to shake the souls of men and fire their minds to thinking and acting/1 Mussolini declares in his autobiography.
To achieve this ' great aim/ Benito Mussolini settled down. For the next three years, from the autumn of 1909 to the winter of 1912, he lived in Forli among his ' own people/ but in an atmosphere ' saturated with revolt/ Towards the end of 1909, about two months after he had been expelled from Austria-Hungary, he was asked to reorganise the federation of Socialist clubs in the electoral district of Forli and to edit a new Socialist weekly. He was twenty-six and this seemed to him a heaven-sent opportunity. And here he became the dominating leader . . . the Duce.
The title of his weekly, Lotta di Classe ( The Class Struggle ') wras rather revealing. It declared the intention of its editor : never to compromise, never to be content with any